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Education News - March 25, 1998
UMaine Named National Writing Project Site
ORONO, Maine -- The University of Maine has been named an official site of the National Writing Project. The
designation connects the state to a network of grassroots programs dedicated to the improvement of student
writing and the teaching of writing at all grade levels and across all curricular areas.
UMaine was one of only four new sites selected nationally in the competitive grant process this year and is the
state's only National Writing Project site.
The University of Maine Writing Project, established within the College of Education and Human Development
and directed by Jeffrey Wilhelm, assistant professor ofliteracy education, will receive a $15,000 matching grant
for summer and school year training and research programs. The award and official recognition follows the
success of the Maine Writing Project, which Wilhelm established and conducted last year as an affiliate of the
National Writing Project.
The National Writing Project is based on a teachers-teaching teachers model which recognizes the expertise of
successful classroom teachers not only as the best teachers of students, but also of their colleagues. Participants
improve their own skills through specialized instruction and interaction with other leading teachers during a
summer institute and create a presentation in an area of their expertise.
Last summer, 23 Maine teachers, all nominated and selected as exemplary teachers of literacy and writing,
completed the intensive program and joined the ranks of National Writing Project consultants. This year's Maine
Writing Project is scheduled for June 28 to July 30.
"The National Writing Project is giving Maine a cadre of highly qualified teacher consultants to provide
professional development in writing across the curriculum for schools throughout the state," says Wilhelm. "This
is a particularly valuable and creative resource for a rural state like Maine and is one more indicator of its
leadership in educational innovation and reform."
Wilhelm has been a National Writing Project fellow and consultant for 15 years and travels to project sites
around the country as a speaker and trainer.
There are currently 158 National Writing Project sites in 47 states, Puerto Rico and the District of Columbia,
serving more than 130,000 teachers. Sites must meet rigorous guidelines and standards and apply for continuing
funding and recognition each year.
For more information about the National Writing Project at UMaine, call Wilhelm at 581-2746.
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